
Torah Portion Preview for B'haalot'cha 

Sabbath beginning June 9, 2023 

This week we read B'haalot'cha (“when you raise” the lamps), a complex, eventful portion. It begins 

with mounting the lamps on the lampstand (menorah), describes purifying the Levites for Tabernacle 

service, offering Passover sacrifices, setting up camp when a cloud appears over the Tabernacle, and 

breaking camp when it lifts. It then instructs the Israelites to create trumpets for alerting chieftains or 

divisions surrounding the Tabernacle, blowing in special patterns in times of war and of celebration. 

Next, we read of Israelites complaining about the lack of meat and Moses tiring of their complaints. God 

not only sends astonishingly abundant food, but also instructs Moses to appoint seventy elders to hear 

complaints. Finally, Miriam and Aaron grumble behind Moses’ back about his leadership and marriage 

to a black woman. God inflicts Miriam with white scales. Moses humbly pleads using the beautiful 

words, El na r’fa na la (“God, please, please heal her).” God limits Miriam’s punishment to a seven-day 

illness, during which the whole of Israel waits to see her well before breaking camp. 

Worship, wayfaring, warfare, want, and winning engender needs. As our leaders meet to resolve them, 

may they consider all the dimensions our needs imply. 
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